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· YEAR 1 SUMMER TERM CURRICULUM LETTER

· I am happy to welcome your children to the Year 1 class of Tianjin Rego International School. We have had a happy and productive start, and I am sure that this year will prove to be one of the most exciting and fulfilling of your children’s lives. 
· This letter comes at the end of your child’s first full week at school, and I am happy to say that all of the children have settled well into the class. In this Curriculum Letter, I will explain the subjects that children will learn in the four months of this, their first term, and the things that you and they will need to know to make sure their days go smoothly. 

· Curriculum for the Autumn Term 2010:
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· Literacy – Reading:
· Using a mixture of the ‘look and say’ method (flashcards and sight vocabulary), and phonic blending.

· Guided reading – in which the children read the same book under the guidance of the teacher.

· Individual reading practice.

· A wide range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry and rhyme texts will be used. This term, the topics covered in Literacy will be: stories in familiar settings, poetry, traditional tales, fairy tales and Christmas stories.

· Literacy – Writing:
· Free expressive ‘writing.’
· Correct formation of letters (lower case and upper case) and numbers with correct pencil grip and posture.
· Beginning to use capital letters, full stops and spaces between words. 
· Spelling work. Every week a set of spelling words will learnt for a spelling test. Spelling will emphasize the high frequency words, but also other words as appropriate.

· Literacy - Speaking and listening:

· Audience awareness will be encouraged in the children.

· Phonics work: children will use a mixture of written, spoken and active exercises to pursue Phases 2 and 3 of the Letters and Sounds Phonics Strategy, advocated by the National Literacy Strategy of Britain.

· Confidence in speaking is continually nurtured with English speaking continually encouraged in the classroom.

· Listening skills are developed in the children throughout the year.
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· Counting – numbers up to 20, one more or less, odds and evens, addition and subtraction. 
· Sorting, sets and patterns. 

· Simple counting of money. 

· Measuring length and time. 

· Simple graphs and problem-solving activities. 
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· In this first term, the class will cover three Science topics. Each will open the children to a new dimension of scientific understanding, taught through illuminating exercises, engaging educational games, practical experiments and scientific investigation.

· The children will learn about “Ourselves,” a topic which includes learning about human bodies, living things and animals.
· The children will learn about light and dark, including reflections, shadows and colours. 

· The children will learn about sorting and using materials – including properties such as texture, magnetism and waterproofing. 
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· The children will learn skills in computing during a once-a-week session in the Primary ICT suite. 
· During this term, ICT topics covered will be (1) an introduction to computers, aimed at making the children familiar with and competent in operating computers and computer programs, and (2) an introduction to modeling with computers. 
ART:
· Art is used as a cross curricular link in many subjects. Different media, colour, materials and techniques are used. This term, the Art focus will be on self-portraits. The children will plan, create and evaluate their own work. 
HISTORY:
· The children will learn about the history of toys for their first unit of History, with attention paid to Western and Asian histories. 
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· The children will be introduced to the basic tenents of geographical thinking. In their first term, the topic is “Around our school,” in which children will use an exploration of the local area to consider the natural and man-made aspects of their environment, learning to use maps and give directions while doing so. 
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY:
· This term, the children will study two different Design and Technology topics. The first will be Moving Pictures, and the second, playground structures. Both will stimulate the children’s creativity and ingenuity in solving problems through designing, making and evaluating functioning machines. 
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· P.E (Miss Jocelyn) Wednesday 10:50 – 11:45. 
Please continue to send P.E. kit and trainers (children require PE trainers; normal school shoes are not appropriate).

· Swimming (Miss Jocelyn). Tuesday 9:10 – 10:15. 
Please continue to send swimming costume, goggles, sandals and towel.

· Chinese (Miss Helen). Monday 14:30 – 15:30 and Friday 14:30 – 15:00.
· In Year 1 the children will be using the four basic skills in Chinese: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking. Students will be using a text book which will cover these skills, in addition to helping improve pronunciation and build vocabulary.
· Music: Monday, 13.10 – 14.10

· Library: Wednesday 15:00 – 15.30
Please remember to return the book each week. The children are allowed to choose their book alone and sometimes the level is a bit hard. However, they are not expected to read library books independently and the books should be an opportunity for parents and children to share and enjoy together.

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT:[image: image25.wmf]
· This term our two focuses will be on making choices (which will encourage the children to be motivated and develop their sense of moral awareness and social responsibility) and living in a diverse community (which, in the context of an international school, will help the children to appreciate and celebrate diversity, learning to work with people who are different, and synergise their talents for the greater good of themselves and society).
DAILY ROUTINES IN CLASS

· Classroom Organisation:

· Children are encouraged to put everything in its proper place, beginning from their arrival in school. Each child has a locker to put their bag in, a tray to put their possessions in (no expensive or valuable ones in school, however!) and a place in class to put their water bottle and folder. 

· The school day is a mixture of structured whole-class teaching, group work and individual work. 

· Children spend all time when not in lessons or at lunch – including before the start of school – in the Key Stage 1 playground, except in wet weather. They are allowed to come inside to go to the toilet or to get a drink. 

· Equipment and Uniform:
· Children now have a complete school uniform for class, PE lessons and swimming. Please let the school know if there are any items which need replacing. 

· Please ensure that all of the children’s possessions – all clothes, lunch boxes, bags, water bottles and so on – are clearly marked with their name and Year 1. Inevitably over the course of the year some items will be mislaid, and it will make the children happy and save them time if their possessions can be returned to them immediately. 

· Every child is given a school folder to use. They should keep their reading book and their homework diary in this and bring it to school every day.

· Food and Drink in school:
· Lunch: children can either eat a delicious, nutritious, varied school dinner (in which case their lunch card, kept by the teacher, is used to pay, and parents send money in when it is empty) or a packed lunch (which I’m sure will be delicious and nutritious as well!)
· Snack time is at 10.15 every day, and makes sure that the children can keep their energy up during the morning. Please send in a small snack for your child to eat. Children who come to school with no snack may feel left out of class activities and suffer a loss of energy in the mid-morning.
· Drinks: children feel and work better when not thirsty. Please send a bottle of water every day. If they finish it, there are water machines in the school where they can refill. 

Parent-teacher communication
· Children are given a homework diary for communication between teacher and parents. Please check this every evening, and send it to school with the child. The diary is used for two purposes. First, for the teacher to communicate with parents – to give good news about good work, to give homework, to let them know about upcoming events, or to ask them questions; and second, for the parents to communicate with the teacher. Please write me a note if there’s anything you’d like to say to me. 

· Reports - XXXXXXXXX
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· Reading books will be sent home every evening. Please read your child’s book with him or her – this will contribute greatly to their learning. 

· Your child will bring home a library book every Wednesday to enjoy reading.  

· Spelling tests will be set each week, to be practiced for every evening.

· Mathematics homework task will be sent home twice a week, and Science once a week. 
· Finally, although it is of great benefit for parents to monitor their children’s homework, please bear in mind that parents should avoid giving the answers to the homework, as this works to avoid the child learning. If a child cannot understand their homework, then I would greatly appreciate knowing about it. Rest assured that a child who cannot do their homework will be treated with respect, and either given the necessary assistance to do it properly, or else set homework at a more appropriate level. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXx
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· XXXXXXXXXXX
· General reminders:
· Finally, a few general points to clarify: 

· Planned absences require written notification. Children being removed from class, either for medical reasons or prearranged appointments, require a note from the teacher to the security guards, which the teacher can provide. 
· If your child cannot swim or do PE due to illness or another reason, the class teacher needs to be notified in writing. In absence of such a notification, it is expected that the child will take part in the lesson, at the discretion of the PE and class teachers, using clothing provided by the school if necessary.
· We hope you and your child enjoy this term. We shall continue to maintain an open door policy and you are more than welcome to discuss any issues that may arise with the class teacher.
Yours sincerely,
Mr. R. Kohll
(Year 1 Teacher)
and

Miss Helen
(Teaching Assistant).
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